
"White Christmas" (1954), starring Bing Crosby and Danny Kaye, was the first movie to be made in Vista 

Vision, a deep-focus process.  

"The Nutcracker" is the name for the ballet performed around Christmas time each year. "The 

Nutcracker Suite" is the title of the music Tchaikovsky wrote.  

"Wassail" comes from the Old Norse "ves heill"--to be of good health. This evolved into the tradition of 

visiting neighbors on Christmas Eve and drinking to their health.  

A Christmas club, a savings account in which a person deposits a fixed amount of money regularly to be 

used at Christmas for shopping, came about around 1905.  

A traditional Christmas dinner in early England was the head of a pig prepared with mustard.  

According to a 1995 survey, 7 out of 10 British dogs get Christmas gifts from their doting owners.  

According to historical accounts, the first Christmas in the Philippines was celebrated 200 years before 

Ferdinand Magellan discovered the country for the western world, likely between the years 1280 and 

1320 AD.  

According to the National Christmas Tree Association, Americans buy 37.1 million real Christmas trees 

each year; 25 percent of them are from the nation's 5,000 choose-and-cut farms.  

After "A Christmas Carol," Charles Dickens wrote several other Christmas stories, one each year, but 

none was as successful as the original.  

Alabama was the first state to recognize Christmas as an official holiday. This tradition began in 1836.  

Although many believe the Friday after Thanksgiving is the busiest shopping day of the year, it is not. It 

is the fifth to tenth busiest day. The Friday and Saturday before Christmas are the two busiest shopping 

days of the year.  

American billionaire Ross Perot tried to airlift 28 tons of medicine and Christmas gifts to American 

POW's in North Vietnam in 1969.  

America's official national Christmas tree is located in King's Canyon National Park in California. The tree, 

a giant sequoia called the "General Grant Tree," is over 300 feet (90 meters) high. It was made the 

official Christmas tree in 1925.  

An artificial spider and web are often included in the decorations on Ukrainian Christmas trees. A spider 

web found on Christmas morning is believed to bring good luck.  

An average household in America will mail out 28 Christmas cards each year and see 28 eight cards 

return in their place.  



Animal Crackers are not really crackers, but cookies that were imported to the United States from 

England in the late 1800s. Barnum's circus-like boxes were designed with a string handle so that they 

could be hung on a Christmas tree.  

As early as 1822, the postmaster in Washington, D.C. was worried by the amount of extra mail at 

Christmas time. His preferred solution to the problem was to limit by law the number of cards a person 

could send. Even though commercial cards were not available at that time, people were already sending 

so many home-made cards that sixteen extra postmen had to be hired in the city.  

At Christmas, Ukrainians prepare a traditional twelve-course meal. A family's youngest child watches 

through the window for the evening star to appear, a signal that the feast can begin.  

California, Oregon, Michigan, Washington, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania and North Carolina are the top 

Christmas tree producing states. Oregon is the leading producer of Christmas trees - 8.6 million in 1998. 

Candy canes began as straight white sticks of sugar candy used to decorated the Christmas trees. A 

choirmaster at Cologne Cathedral decided have the ends bent to depict a shepherd's crook and he 

would pass them out to the children to keep them quiet during the services. It wasn't until about the 

20th century that candy canes acquired their red stripes.  

Charles Dickens' initial choice for Scrooge's statement "Bah Humbug" was "Bah Christmas."  

Child singer Jimmy Boyd was 12 years and 11 months old when he sang the Christmas favorite, "I Saw 

Mommy Kissing Santa Claus." The song hit the top of the pop charts.  

Christmas caroling began as an old English custom called Wassailing - toasting neighbors to a long and 

healthy life.  

Christmas Day in the Ukraine can be celebrated on either December 25, in faithful alliance with the 

Roman Catholic Gregorian calendar, or on January 7, which is the Orthodox or Eastern Rite (Julian 

calendar), the church holy day.  

Christmas is a summer holiday in South Africa. Children are fond of the age-old custom of producing 

pantomimes - for instance, "Babes in the Wood," founded on one of the oldest ballads in the English 

language. Boxing Day on December 26th, when boxes of food and clothing are given to the poor, is 

observed as a holiday.  

Christmas presents were known in antiquity among kings and chieftains, especially on the European 

continent. However, they have been common among ordinary people in Iceland only during the past 

100 or so years.  

Christmas trees are edible. Many parts of pines, spruces, and firs can be eaten. The needles are a good 

source of vitamin C. Pine nuts, or pine cones, are also a good source of nutrition.  

Christmas trees are known to have been popular in Germany as far back as the sixteenth century. In 

England, they became popular after Queen Victoria's husband Albert, who came from Germany, made a 



tree part of the celebrations at Windsor Castle. In the United States, the earliest known mention of a 

Christmas tree is in the diary of a German who settled in Pennsylvania.  

Cultured Christmas trees must be shaped as they grow to produce fuller foliage. To slow the upward 

growth and to encourage branching, they are hand-clipped in each spring. Trees grown in the wild have 

sparser branches, and are known in the industry as "Charlie Brown" trees. 


